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Milan

A long-awaited exposition of works by famous Dutch painter
Vincent van Gogh is currently on display until March 8 at Milan’s
Palazzo Reale (Piazza del Duomo). Titled Van Gogh –Man and Land
(
), it is a prelude to the rich cultural
Expo2015.
With 47 of the artist’s works on display, this is the largest exhibition
of Van Gogh’s works to be shown in Italy for the past 60 years. The
paintings have been installed in a setting designed by Kengo Kuma,
a proponent of natural materials and one of Japan’s most prominent
architects.
Italy’s designer capital is also the place where
and

ten years, the two companies plan to open 150 Moxy hotels in
Moxy
is located at Terminal 2 in Milan’s Malpensa airport (moxy-hotels.
marriott.com).
Those expecting to see something similar to an
showroom at
Moxy
details, such as a shower head in the elevator, while the interior
sports such classic pearls of design as
lamps and
tables. However, the hotel does share a couple of
traits: it was
built in only six months and each room arrived onto the construction
with rooms starting at 79 euros per night.
gastronomy is the new gastro-bistro Carlo e Camilla in Segheria
Carlo Cracco and design guru Tanja Solci. The restaurant is located
in a former factory and its interior is extremely minimalistic, with
only two long wooden tables set up in the shape of a cross and
extravagant chandeliers hanging from the ceiling. Virtuously directed
plays of light throw leaf-shaped patterns of shadows onto the tables
and light up the patrons’ hands whenever they reach for their plates.

Carlo e Camilla
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Vincent van Gogh, View of
Saintes-Maries, 1888, KröllerMüller Museum, Netherlands

Vincent van Gogh, Roses and
peonies, 1866, Kröller-Müller
Museum, Netherlands
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Museu del Dissney de Barcelona

Barcelona

At last, Barcelona also has its own museum of design. The
Museu del Disseny de Barcelona
museudeldisseny.cat) opened its doors at the end of December
in a new building designed by the local architects’ bureau MBM
. The establishment has two sections, one of which is
underground, while the other towers 14.5 metres above the landscape
like a periscope.
The new museum houses about 70,000 items and unites four
former independent museums under one roof – the museums of
decorative arts, ceramics, textiles and clothing, and graphic arts. The
aims to turn Barcelona into a major destination of
design and already now there is no lack of unusual design projects in
the Catalonian capital.
Have you ever spent a night in a bakery? Then how about a stay at
the 74-room Hotel Praktik Bakery
com)? It can be found in the Eixample district, which is full of
architectural pearls designed by Antoni Gaudí. In the hotel lobby,
the
bakery beckons with its open kitchen, where pastry chefs
busily prepare baguettes, croissants and other goodies and place
them onto glass-walled shelves. There is also a café where you can
try out the pastries, no matter if you are just passing by or if you have
Chocolate is a Barcelona obsession. There are few other cities
experiments with chocolate. The newest kid on the block is Chök
calls “chocolate cuisine”. The tasteful white interior in itself gets the
made right there on the spot in an open kitchen. The place always
seems busy and reminds one of a veritable experimental theatre.

Chök
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Hotel Praktik Bakery
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Oslo
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new YME Universe concept store
com) – which unites fashion, art and design under one roof – can be
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Astrup Fearnley Museum

in its own right. The store’s interior was designed by the well-known
Norwegian architects’ bureau
, which drew inspiration from
Norse myths about the creation of the world. These say that once

up above the pleasing aroma of fresh wood makes you feel like you
have entered an oasis of life.
Snøhetta project – two gigantic beehives that the architects’
bureau has set up on the roof of the Mathallen food court
(mathallenoslo.no), which is the city’s gastronomic epicentre.
The aim of the project is to encourage nature (and mainly bees) to

producers and restaurants. Popular with the locals, the dining hall
also looks like a beehive of activity at lunchtime.
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Beehives on roof of
Mathallen food court

of Europe. What changes have the creation of the European Union,
the ease of travel and the artistic and cultural interaction among the
people of Europe brought to the continental arts scene? Answers
Europe, Europe
exhibition, which can be viewed at the Astrup Fearnley Museum

travel to other European exhibition spaces. BO
YME Universe concept store /
Snøhetta & Ketil Jacobsen
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